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Ps ALM exxii. g. 


Becauſe of the houſe of the Lord our God, 
T will ſeek thy good. , 


. was this the only motive 
upon which he promiſes to ſeek the 
good of his country ?—Did he pray for its 
peace and proſperity from' this principle 
only, the affectionate regard he had to the 
houſe, or the worſhip of God No: This 
was not the only principle that warmed the 
. heart of the pious and patriotic author of 
this pſalm. He felt the love of his country 
—the love of his people, both as a man, 
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and as a citizen. But then, he conſidered 
the houſe of God as the firſt and deareſt 
intereſt of his country, and as that upon 
Which its honour and happineſs chiefly de- 
pended. Love for divine truth thetefore, 
and zeal for the purity of divine worſhip, 
gave that elevation to his ſentiments and 
that ardour to the love of his country which 
he here expreſſes; and inſpired the impor- 
tunity of his prayers for its proſp̃erity and 
peace. 

Thus religion was not only united with 

the virtues of the citizen, but A, indeed, 
was the principle from which thoſe virtues 
flowed; or, at leaſt, was that which gave 
purity, energy, firmneſs and conſiſtency to 
his patriotiſm, and compleated the character 
of the real friend of his country. 

Give me leave therefore, my friends, from 
hence to recommend to you the two follow- 
ing propoſitions, which I mean to make the 
ſubject of the preſent diſcourſe. 

I. That the houſe of the Lord our God, 
or, in other words, the pure worſhip of 
God as founded on the goſpel revelation, 
claims our moſt affectionate regard as the 
1 and deareſt intereſt of our country, and 

that upon which all its other intereſts 


chief y depend. And 
II, That 


« 


. 


II. That whereever this heaven- born reli- 
gion has its genuine influence over the mind, 


it will greatly ſtrengthen and improve all 


thoſe principles and virtues which form the 
character of the good citizen, and the real 
friend of his country. 

Theſe, my friends, are ſubje&s of the 
greateſt importance at all times, as they in- 
volve in them all your intereſts, and all your 
obligations both as men and as Chriſtians. 
But the preſent ſituation of our country, 
more particularly recommends them to your 
attention now. 

Religion has long been upon the decline 
among us, and from thence, as a natural 
conſequence, there has been an equal decay 
of thoſe principles, thoſe public virtues 
which once formed the glory of the Britiſh 
character; and to the decline of which we 
owe all the ,calamities we feel, and all the 
dangers with which we are alarmed. Ang 


unleſs that ſpirit, that national character is 
revived, I confeſs I ſee but little hope, that 


our country can ever recover its ancient 
ſplendour and impoytance among the na- 
gert or that civil liberty and Chriſtian truth 
ould long hold their reſidence among us. 
But by what means is that public ſpirit, that 
national virtue to be revived ? The politi- 
x B 2 clan 
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L473 
cian will probably tell you, that the Britiſh 
ſpirit always riſes in the hour of danger, 
and its latent powers awake to new exer- 
tions as new difficulties ariſe. Would to 
God it might! But if ſo—if that yet latent 
power is what we moſt depend upon, it 
muſt ſoon, very ſoon appear, or, all is loſt. 
This is the hour that will prove whether 
ſuch a ſpirit yet remains among us; or what 
that ſpirit can do to ſave its afflicted and 
deſponding country. For my own part 1 
know of no peculiar energies in the Britiſh 
ſpirit, but the love of truth and the love of 
liberty. If theſe principles revive indeed, 
we ſhall ſtill be ſaved; and our difficulties 
and dangers will only ſerve to recover our 
charater—do honour to our religion, and 
bring-glory to our God. 

_ .,Thas, therefore, had I a prophetic com- 

miſſion, I would proclaim through all the 
land—to the court, to the ſenate, to the 
army, and to the navy of Britain; this, un- 
der God, is the ſpirit that muſt fave us— 
Firſt the love of our religion, and then the 
love of our country animated thereby. But 
my addreſs at preſent is particularly directed 
to you. To you then I repeat it That in 
the preſent hour of danger, your religion, 
the goſpel of Jeſus which you profeſs, ought 
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to be the firſt object of your attention and 
regard, as being in itſelf the beſt intereſt of 
your county, and that upon which all its 
other intereſts chiefly depend. It is the beſt 
bleſſing God ever beſtowed upon us, or any 
other people within the compaſs of our 
world. I will not except the original gift 
of life, rational life itſelf, Nature indeed 
2 us to value hfe as the firſt of com- 
mon bleſſings, and as that which gives the 
capacity for the enjoyment of every other 
good. And divine wiſdom itſelf approves 
that eſtimation, The life is more than meat, 
ſays Jeſus, as the body is more than ramment, 
All that a man has would he give for hs life; 
even, though he were paſſeſſor of the world. 
Yet life, and all the good it can enjoy, 
adding even the innocence and the joys of 
Paradiſe unto it, muſt not be brought into 
competition with the glorious goſbel of the 
ever bleſſed God. For that goſpel raiſes the 
mind of the believer to. higher hopes and 
richer joys, and, in the ſue, exalts the na- 
ture of the redeemed finner to higher per- 
fection than innocent man ever knew, * 
in Paradiſe. 
Do not imagine that I mean to depreciate 
any of the gifts which the bountiful hand of 
God has beſtowed upon you, either as men 


r 
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or as Britons. They are more in number 
than I can reckon up; and of greater price 
than I have words to expreſs: And it will 
be an high commendation of your Chriſtian 
character, to ſet a proper value upon them 
as the gifts of God. But, if you hold any 
of them, or all of them together at a higher 
rate than the goſpel of your ſalvation :—If 
the liberty and independency of your coun- 
try is more to you than your religion: If 
property, friends, or even life itſelf are 
worth more in your eſtimation, than the 
truth of God and the ordinances of Chriſ- 
tian worſhip, you would deſerve to be re- 
proachedandeed. Excuſe me if I ſay, there 


would reproach you for it. For ſay now,— 
Suppoſe your country ſhould riſe again to 
igheſt pinnacle of glory—Let the ſpirit 
of diſcord or even diſcontent be baniſhed. 
from every breaſt throughout the empire, 
and one ſpint reign in every Britiſh heart 
Let extended and protected commerce bring 
in her treaſures' from every quarter of the 
_ globe—Let peace and plenty—Let equal 
laws, and the moſt improved ſtate of liberty 
bleſs every cottager in the remoteſt corner 
of the land: And add to this, every dome- 
ſtic and relative bleſſing your hearts can de- 

| fire ; 
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ſire; yet, if for theſe (I know not how to 
make the ſuppoſition, yet) if for theſe you 
could give up your religion, or be content 
without it—If with the wealth and honours 
of antient Rome, you could bear with its 
idolatries If with the luxuries of Aſia, you 
could put up with the dreams of a vile im- 
poſtor inſtead of divine revelation —If with 
Britiſh liberty and Britiſh pride, you could 
yet bow your necks again to the Antichriſ- 
tian power of modern Rome, and ſubſtitute 
her ſuperſtitions for the religion of Jeſus, 
you would, with all your wealth, with all 
your glory, you would be the baſeſt and the 
moſt wretched of mankind. And if there 
was a Chriſtian left among you—in the loſs 
of the goſpel he would think himſelf impo- 
veriſhed indeed —he would think himſelf un- 
done. He would think himſelf happier in a 
deſert, in the moſt inhoſpitable climate un- 
der the ſun, and among the moſt uncultiva- 
ted and indigent of mankind, where he 
could enjoy the truth of God, the ordi- 
nances of Chriſt, and Chriſtian fellowſhip, 
than even in Britain, ſurrounded with all 
the elegancies and endearments of life, de- 
ſpoiled of theſe ſuperior and better bleſſings. 
If you alk, Where can ſuch a man be 
found? I anſwer, ſuch men have been found 

* 
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in every period of the church. Witneſs the 


characters celebrated in the eleventh of He- 
brews; where you will find men w/o eſteemed 
even the reproach of Chriſt greater Tiches than 
all the treafures of - Egypt. —Men (of whom 
the world was not worthy) who wandered in 
deſerts and mountains, and ſheltered them- 
ſelves in dens and caves of the earth, rather 
than betray the truth of God, or reſign 
their liberty in the profeſſion of that truth. 
Witneſs the multitude of Britiſh martyrs. 
and exiles ; whoſe names will be honoured, 
and whoſe virtues will be admired, as long 
as the name or' hiſtory of our country re- 
mains in the world. Such men were found 
little more than a century ago, who, not 
for civil liberty alone, but for Chriſtian li- 
berty and Mriſtian worſhip, chearfully quit- 
ted their native country and tranſplanted the 
religion of Jeſus in its native purity and 
ſimplicity to the wilderneſs of America. 
This religion, though in a deſert, they 
thought worth more than all the cultivated 
and fertile lands of Britain, where their fei- 
low Chriſtians claimed dominion over their 
faith, and uſurped the prerogatives of Chriſt. 
But you, my friends, are not called to make 
ſuch ſacrifices as theſe, and I hope you 
never will. You enjoy—and may the inha- 
bitants 


or 


bitants of Britain ſtill enjoy, to the lateſt 
ages of the world, the pure religion of Je- 
ſus, united with all thoſe civil rights which 
belong to the citizens of this land of liber- 
ty ; only remember, that, as your religion 
is the firſt and beſt of all theſe bleſſings, ſo 
the moſt ſacred. rights and liberties of your 
country, chiefly depend upon the credit and 
influence which this pure religion of Jeſus 
has amongſt us. 

I know not whether politicians will give 
me credit when I ſay, that it is to this we 
are chiefly indebted for the greateſt improve- 
ments in the conſtitution, the laws, and li- 
berties of our country. But I think if they 
are well informed Chriſtians, they will ſay 
ſo too. That man knows nothing of the 
goſpel of Jeſus yet, nor feels any thing of 
its ſpirit; who does not ſee with grateful ad- 
miration, that every 1ota, every tittle of 
it 1s friendly to all the rights of human na- 
ture; that 1t every where breathes the ſpirit 
of liberty, civil as well as religious; and 
demands equal laws, equal protection, and 
equal juſtice to every member of the com- 
munity. | 
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I it be ſaid it does not every where pro- 
duce theſe effetts. Neither does it every 
where, or in all its profeſſors, produce the 
moral virtues of the Chriſtian character. 
They are not all the diſciples of Jeſus who 
are called by his name; nor 1s that any 
thing like the religion of Chriſt which in 
many countries goes under the name of 
Chriſtianity. But if the Britiſh records are 
examined, you will find, that when the light 
of truth only began to dawn upon us, it 
ſoon awakened the independent ſpirit of the 
nation, which ſcorned to wear the ſhackles, 
or ſubmit to the ufurpations (of foreign 
power.—As that truth advanced, )the ſpirit 
of liberty was improved :—Conſcience claim- 
ed its rights in the worſhip of God inde- 
pendent of human authority :—And the men 
who contended, or ſuffered for Chriſtian 
truth and Chriſtian liberty, were the beſt 
patrons, and the moſt ſucceſsful advocates 
for the common rights of the Britiſh nation, 
And while that truth is cultivated and pre- 
ſerved in its purity—while that ſpirit remains 
among us, our country and our liberties are 
ſecure. 
God will protect the people who love his 
truth ;—he will defend their rights ;—he wall 


be the guardian of their liberties. I do not 
lay, 
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ſay, that merely retaining the name. and ge- 

eral profeſſion of Chriſtianity. will be any ſe- 
curity to a degenerate and immoral people. 
The promiſes of God for the protection of 


his church do not apply to ſuch a people. 


The throne of Chriſt ſhall ſtand—his church 
ſhall live, and no weapon formed againſt Sion 
ſhall ever proſper. Vet a people who pro- 
feſs the truth of God, may be juſtly given 
up for their prevailing wickedneſs, and loſe 
their liberty and their religion too, and not 
one word of promiſe be forfeited thereby. 
The ſecurity and happineſs of our country 
therefore depend, not upon the name of 
Chriſtians which we wear, but upon our 
obedience to the goſpel which we profels. 
If we love that goſpel, and it has its proper 
influence upon us, then God will dwell 
among us as our glory and defence,—/7e 
will ſubdue our enemies, and turn has hand 
againſt our adverſaries. He will make our 
peace as à river, and our righteouſneſs as the 
waves of the ſea: And Jeſus himſelf, the 
King of Kings, and Lord over all the ſo- 


vereigns of the earth, will gird his ſword 
upon has thigh, and in his glory and his ma- 


Jeſty will go before us in the cauſe of truth 
and righteouſneſs, 


C 2 E244 And 


612) 


And to this I add, that the influence of 
the goſpel upon the minds of men, forms 
them to that. character, which, under the 
bleſſing of God, is the beſt ſecurity, the 
beſt defence of their country in every hour 
of danger.—lIt implants in their minds thoſe 
principles :—lIt calls forth thoſe virtues which 
compoſe the character of the good citizen, 
and the real friend of his country 

© > Whatever a man's religion be, it will have 
a very conſiderable influence upon his pub- 
hc and political character, if he is fond of it 
and devoted to it. Hence the treachery and 
cruel bigotry of the votaries of the church 
of Rome, who might be honeſt men and 
humane characters but for their religion. 
But the goſpel of Jeſus, rightly underſtood, 
produces no effects upon the character, but 
what render it more amiable, becauſe more 
benevolent. It ſtrengthens all the ſocial af- 


'- fehons unplanted in our nature by the au- 


thor of our being; and by a neceſſary con- 
ſequence gives new vigour and energy to 
the love of our country too. This I am 
fure of, that the whole page of hiſtory, an- 
tient or modern, ſo far as it has come under 
my obſervation, cannot furniſh an example 
of a public ſpirit, any thing comparable to 
that of Jeſus, the great author and finiſher 


of 


10 


of our faith. Witneſs that beautiful, that 
pathetic deſcription the evangeliſt gives of 
his laſt viſit to Jeruſalem. Though he him- 
ſelf deſcribes it as the bloody city, which 
killed the prophets and ſtoned the meſſengers 
of God, and though he knew that in a few 
days his'own blood would be ſhed there by 


the hands of violence, yet, when he' drew ' 


near, ſays the ſacred hiſtorian, he beheld the 
city and wept over it, ſaying, F thou hadſt 
known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the 
things which belong unto thy peace] but now 
they are had from thine eyes. O0 Jeruſalem, 
Jeruſalem, —how often would I have gathered 


thy children together, even as a hen gathereth 


her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not. And what an exact and amiable copy 
of this divine original does the apoſtle Paul 
exhibit to us, in thoſe generous affettions 
for his countrymen which the. ſpirit of Jeſus 
inſpired him with. 1 /ay the truth in Chriſt, 
I lie not, my conſcience alſo bearing me witneſs 
in the Holy Ghoſt, that I have great heavineſs 
and continual ſorrow in my heart : for I could 
wiſh that myſelf were accur/ed from Chriſt, for 
my brethren, my kinſmen according to the 
fleſh. Yet, perhaps, there never were any 


inhabitants of our globe, who owed lo little 


to their country as Jeſus and his apoſtles 
did, 
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did. But the love of God, the love of 
truth, which expand the heart to univerſal 
benevolence, gave all that tenderneſs, and 
awakened all that ſtrong emotion, in theſe 
expreſſions of alffection for their ungrateful 
countrymen. 

Say alſo, Chriſtians, can the heart which 
feels the ſacred obligations of divine truth 
in all its connections in life—the heart 

which, having its ſenſibility improved by 
the goſpel, feels all the charities of benevo- 
lence and friendſhip, can ſuch a heart be 
unattached, or coldly indifferent to the inte- 
reſts of its country? No: It is impoſſible. 
The true citizen of Sion will ever have 
ſomething of the enthuſiaſm of the patriot; 
but united with, and corrected by the prin- 
ciples of religion. He will, therefore, in 
the hour of danger, always be found a zea- 
lous advocate —a warm interceſſor for his 
country. Thus the character ſtands in the 
pſalm now before us. Pray for the of peace 
of Jeruſalem : they ſhall proſper that love 
thee, Peace be within thy walls, and proſpe- 
rity within thy palaces. For my brethren 


and companions ſakes, I will now ſay, peace 
be with thee, 


Surely 


1 


© 'Surely that man muſt have very partial 
and imperfect views of the intereſts - of his 


country, or have very little real attachment 
to it, who in all the warm profeſſions of his 
zeal—in all the mighty efforts that he makes, 
forgets the Sovereign of heaven and earth. 
God himſelf expreſſes his aſtoniſhment at 
this among the Jews. I ſought for a man 
among them who ſhould make up the breach, 
and ſtand in the gap before me for the land, 
that I ſhould not deſtroy it, but I found none. 
And he ſaw there was no man, and wondered 
that there was no interceſſor. Bleſſed be 
God this is not the caſe with us. Our pious 
ſovereign repeatedly calls upon all his ſub- 
jects to humble themſelves before the throne 
of God, and with united importunity to 
ſeek his returning favour, and bleſſing upon 
us. Unhappily indeed there are thoſe among 
us, who, through the influence of preju- 
dice, or from a miſtaken apprehenſion of 
things, not, I hope, either from diſloyalty 
or impiety, refuſe to obey the royal call. 
But, whatever it is that prevents their uni- 
ting with their brethren on ſuch days as 
theſe, if they are the friends of their coun- 
try; and, if they are Chriſtians too, they 
are daily interceding with the God of hea- 


ven to heal the breaches he has made upon 
us. 
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us. And there are many thouſands in our 
land whoſe hearts are united with them 
therein. It is not mere love of country—it 
is a higher principle that dictates their ad- 
dreſſes to the throne of grace. They know, 
and are properly affected with the thought, 
that all the nations of the earth are in the 
hands of God, as clay in the hands of the 
potter; and they are, uſed to apply to him 
as the ſovereign of the univerſe in every 
public as well as private diſtreſs. And men 
of theſe principles, and of this ſpirit, have 
often been the ſaviours of their country. 
They have intereſt in heaven—have power 
with God, and have often turned _— is 
wrath. 

But will the good man, the Chriſtian eiti- 
zen ſatisfy himſelf with only praying for his 
country? No: He will do more. He is not 
a citizen only in his cloſet, or in the acts of 
devotion. He holds himleif at the ſervice 
of his country, according to his powers and 
his ſtation in life, in any honourable way. 
It 1s not indeed a very common thing for 
thoſe who have moſt of the ſpirit and cha- 
racter of Chriſtianity about them, to have 
any great ſhare either of opportunity or abi- 
| Itty for the immediate ſervice and offices of 

the ſtate : yet every real Chriſtian, however 
weak 
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weak his powers, . however obſcure and indi- 
gent, is a moſt valuable member of ſociety. 
So far as his mind is formed by. the princi- 
ples of the goſpel, and his life and manners 
are governed by the precepts and example 
of Jeſus, his virtues counteract the conta- 
gion of vice—he exhibits and recommends 
that righteouſneſs which exalteth a nation, 
and is numbered with thoſe righteous few 
for whoſe ſake a people, almoſt ripe for de- 
ſtruction, arg ſometimes ſpared. His reli- 
gion teaches him to fill up all the relations 
of life with their proper duties. He walks 
before his houſe in the fear of God; and 
his children and domeſtics are the objects of 
his tender cares and anxieties. He culti- 
vates their minds, and watches over their 
principles and conduct, with an affettionate 
concern for their preſent and eternal happi— 
neſs; and in this he contributes ſtill more 
largdly to the welfare of his country, even 
in future times. If divine providence places 
him in a higher ſtation, and calls him out 
to more active ſervices for the public, it is 
then his Chriſtian principles put a peculiar 
luſtre upon the civil virtues which adorn his 
character. A Chriſhan muſt be the friend 
of liberty: If a languid one, he is nbt half 
a Chriſtian, But then, he is the friend of 

D order 
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order too, and has a facred regard to the 
laws and conſtitution of his country. Im- 
pious wits, and profane or licentious men, 
may laugh at him for mingling his religion 
with his politics. But impartial men will 
ſee, that /it is his religion the influence of 
divine truth upon his mind, that makes him 
the conſcientious, the decent, the conſiſtent 
man; equally free from ſervility on the one 
hand, or licentiouſneſs on the other. It is 
from thence he derives thoſe principles, 
which make him firm and unyielding where 
truth, liberty and the common rights of hu- 
manity are concerned; and from thence too 
he learns to revere the authority of the ma- 
giſtrate, and to love the rules of order and 
ſubordination in ſociety. His loyalty to his 
prince, or, if it ſounds better to Britiſh 
cars, his loyalty to the ſtate, is not a per- 
fonal or local attachment-it is principle— 
it is a ſentiment implanted in his mind by 
the religion of Jeſus which he loves. He is 

under law to Chriſt in his civil as well as in 
his religious connections. He dare not vi- 
olate the laws of truth, the ſacred rights of 


juſtice and equal liberty, to ſerve the beſt 


cauſe in the world. If it were poſſible that 
even the truth of God might abound the more 
through his lie, his religion, and his con- 

ſcience 
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ſcience under the influence of that religion, 
will not ſuffer him to do evil that good may 
come. And while he acts upon theſe princi- 
ples, his patriotiſm 1s ſteady, uniform and 
conſiſtent; and yet it is animated too: for 
the religion of the New Teſtament has a 


high invigorating ſpirit in it, and he that 


feels its influence, cannot be luke-warm 
where the deareſt intereſts of his country 
are at ſtake. For, let me add once more, 
Chriſtians, your religion itſelf muſt inevita- 
bly, in ſome meaſure, be involved in the 
fate of your country. Not the exiſtence of 
your religion: No. That holy faith you 
profeſs depends not upon the proſperity, the 
liberty, or even the exiſtence of the Britiſh 
empire. But your poſſeſſion of that faith 


your peace and liberty in the profeſſion of 


the goſpel, may be very much affected hy 
the condition of your country. Our nation- 
al enemies hate our religion ſtill more than 
they hate the free conſtitution under which 
we live. And could they once ſhake the 
throne of Britain, the man of ſin would 
ſoon be exalted, and popiſh ſuperſtition 

once more regain its empire among us. 
And will not this rouſe all the Briton 
within your breaſt? Will you not, for the 
love you bear to the houſe of the Lord 
D 2. your 
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your God, ſeek the good of your country 
by all the means within your power? I 
hope -I believe you will. 

If you aſk me, How you ſhall expreſs 
your. zeal for your religion, and your love 
to your country, which are thus intimately 
connected? I anſwer—Cultivate the princi- 
ples, and live according to the rules of the 
goſpel: and by every Chriſtian means, make 
a ſtand againſt the Antichriſtian principles 
and worſhip of the church of Rome. Do 
not grudge the deluded votaries of that ſu- 
perſtition their liberty ;—do not call for fire 
from heaven, or the ſword of the magiſtrate 
to deſtroy them: but, look to yourſelves 


 =look to your principles—let the word of 


Chriſt dwell richly in you. Endeavour, in 
your ſeveral ſtations, to ſpread the know- 
ledge, and promote the intereſts of ſcriptu- 
ral religion. Guard the riſing generation 
from the attacks of infidelity and ſuperſti- 
tion, and the ſtill more dangerous aſſaults of 


diſſipation and vicious pleaſure. Cultivate 


their minds —watch over their manners; and 
train them up for heaven and their country. 

Pray for the peace of Jeruſalem. Guard 
againſt the ſpirit of diſcord which has un- 
happily gone forth, and divided the hearts 


of Britons. Make jt eſpecially, one of the 
. firſt 


— 


n 


firſt objects of your prayers, that the un- 
happy breach between us and our brethren in 
America may be healed. Call upon the 
God of peace to defeat the counſels of thoſe 


inſidious enemies, who wilh for ever to divide 


us in order to deſtroy us both. If you really 
love the houſe of the Lord your God, carry 
your thoughts acroſs the Atlantic. God 
has his dwelling there as well as here. Let 
not the preſent hoſtilities between us alt 
enate our hearts for ever. from them, or ex- 
cite the leaſt deſire of revenge againſt t them. 
Let. us not forget they are ſtill our brethren 
in the beſt of bonds, and one of the tribes 
of the Britiſh Iſrael, And ſhall that tribe 
be loſt? May God forbid! May Chriſtian 
prayers, and Britiſh generoſity timely inter- 
poſe to prevent ſo fatal an event! 

If we this day approach our, God with 
the genuine ſentiments of the citizens of 
Sion, it is their good we ſeek, it is their 
peace for which we pray as well as our own: 
and ſurely ſuch prayers will find their way 
to heaven! and, preſented by the high prieſt 


will meet a gracious auflience, and bring 
down the returns of abundant bleſſings. 


Pray for the peace of Jeruſalem. : 8 


of our profeſſion before uf throne of grace, 


ſhall 3rifber that love thee. 


